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IN THE MATTER OF: C I- ?i i::. . 

COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN CLUB; OHIO REPUBLICAN 
PARTY; OHIO DEMOCRATIC PARTV. 

SENSITIVE 
MUR NO. ^ 

• '• rr! 
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Q I. As explained more fully below, the Columbus Metropolitan Club (CMC), ^ May 2 $ 
^ 2012 violated the Federal Election Campaign Act (FEGA), 2 U.S.C. § 441 b(a), by p(«Viding the: 

Ohio Republican Party'and Ohio Democratic Party, and their presuniptive, presidential 
candidates, Mitt Romney and Barack Obama, respectively, corporate campaign contributions. 
The Ohio Republican Party and Ohio Democratic Party are also in violation of the FECA 
because they participated in arranging, and accepting, these unlavi/ful corporate campaign 
contributions. See 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a)> 

2. As explained more fully below, CMC violated the FECA and its implementing 
regulations by inviting, authorizing and allowing both the Ohio Republican Party and the Ohio 
Republican Party, through their chairs, Robert t. Bennett and Chris Redfern, respectively, to 
make campaign-related speeches to an unrestricted audience that included the generai public. See 
FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11. CMC accomplished this illegal end by staging a "forum," 
which closely resembled a debate, between Bennett and Redfern on May 23, 20:1 !2, which was 
advertised by CMC as "Presidential Politics in O-H-l-O," and which the general public was 
invited and allowed to attend. Further, CMC filmed (Le., electronically capturing through video 
and audio recording) the forum in its entirety with plans to post this filming (as described above) 
on its unrestricted web page, which is open to and. available to the general public, and to have 
broadcast by the Ohio News Network. See generally 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(c) (describing speech 
corporations may distribute to the general public); 11 C.F.R. §§ 114.3(c)(2) and 114.4(b)(i) 
(describing permissible campaign-related speech delivered to reislricted audiences). also 11 
C.F.R. § 114.4(e) (applying 11 C.F.R. § I14,4(bys limitations to non-profit membership 
organizations). 
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3. As explained more fully bejow, CMC's posting of the forum filming on its and other 
unrestricted web pages, and its expressed intent to deliver the film to the Ohio News Network, 
separately and independently violate the FECA, 2 U.S.C. :§ 441 b(a), because they constitute 
"something of value" donated to the Ohio Republican Party, the Ohio Democratic Party, and 
their respective caiididates' campaigns. See FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11 (stating that non­
profit membership corporation cannot invite public tOi hear campaign-related speeches by office­
holders or their representatives at a corporation-sponsored meeting); 

4. As explained more fully below, the Ohio Republician Party and the Ohio Democratic 
Party are in violation of the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a), because they knowirtgly â ccepted and/or 

^ continued to accept the aforementioned corporate contributions. 

5. Complainant has been, and continues to be, injured by CMC's illegal campaign 
tn contributions to the Ohio Republican Party and the Ohio Democratic Party, and their respective 

presidential candidates, because CMC's actions skew the political process in Ohio, benefit the 
^ two established parties at the expense of emerging baliot-rqualified parties ixi Ohio—:including the 
Q Libertarian, Constitution, Socialist, and Green Parties, all of which are ballot-qManfied: and have 
^ (or will have) qualified candidates fbr Ohio's 2012 United^ States presidentiai racer--and 

. perpetuate the public illusion of a two-party system in Ohjo. Further, CMC's actions have misled 
the electorate into believing that a true debate or forum was staged between "the two candidates" 
for President in Ohio, thereby injuring Ohio's other qualified party candidates and their 
supporters/voters. 

COMPLAINANT 

6. Mark R. Brown is a registered voter ih Ohio who routinely votes for qualified minor-
party candidates in Ohio, including, those qualified candidates ofthe Socialist Party, .Green Party 
and Libertarian Party, and who intends to vote for one of Ohio's minof-party candidates for 
President ofthe United States in November 2012. His mailing address is: Mark R. Brown, 

RESPONDENTS 

7. Columbus Metropolitan Club (CMC) is a non-profit corporation, see 
http://www2.sos.state.bh.us/pls/bsqi7/f?p=100:7:2168223728858443:::NO:7:P7_CHARTER_^ 



M:483@[25 (reporting that CMC is a non-̂ profit corporation),' organized tinder the laws of Qhio.̂  
Its mailing address is: ColurAbus Metropolitan Club, c/o Jane Ann Sc(j>tt, IDO E. Brbiid 
Street, Suite 2350, Cblu ITI bus, OH 43215. 

8. The Ohio Republican Party is an affiliatis of the national Republican Party which is 
poised tb nominate Mitt Rbmney as its presidential candidate. Robert T. Bennett is thie chaiir of 
the Ohio Republican Party. The Ohio Republican Party's address is: Ohio Republican Party, 
211 South Fifth Street, Columbus, OH 43215. 

9. The Ohio Democratic Party is an affiliate of the nationai Dehioeratic Party which is 
poised to nominate Barack Qbama as its presidential candidate. Chris:,Redfern is the chair of the 

CO Ohio Democratic Party. The Ohio Democratic Party's address is; Ohio Democratic Party, 340 
East Fulton Street, Columbus, OH 43215. 

tn 

5 FACTUAL ALLEGA1MQNS 
O 
tn 

10. The Ohio Republican Party's ahd Ohio DemOcr̂ atic Party's chairs. Bob Bennett and Chris 
Redfern, respectively, were both invited by the CMC to deliver presentationŝ  together, at a 
luncheon provided by, and paid for, by the CMC. See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles 
covered again al debate, Coi.UMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4, 
http://www.dispateh.com/coritent/stories/local/20l2/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-covered-
again-at-debate.html (Attachment A). 

\ .\. The joint presentation described in ^ 10 was advertised by the CMC on its web page as 
addressing "Presidential Politics irt 0-H.-I-D." See 
http://www.co|umbusmetr0.club.org/Default.aspx?pageId=̂ ^ 
Mode=̂ EventDetails (CMC advertisement for forum) (last visited May tS:; 2012) (Attachment B). 

12-. CMC claimed in the advertisement described in ^ 11 that the joint presentation would 
address "[t]he economy, taxes, health care, education, social rights, and individual freedoms; 

' According to prior filings with the Commission, CMC is a S0I(c)(3) corporation within the mining ofthe Internal 
Revenue Code. See MUR 5642; MUR 6111 (describing CMC as 501(c)(3) corporation). 

^ CMC's charter on file with the Ohio Secretary of State does riot reveal whether It is a non-profit membership 
corporation within the meaning bf the federal election Ĵ iws; A '̂umiiî iî hat CMC: i.s :B...ntm?iprbf̂ ^̂ ^̂  
corporation; Complainant's charges remain the same: requirbrWcnts: o anici.! pngnit(iti<|̂ nŝ ^̂ ^̂  
membership corporations and other non-profit .corporations:;arb;:6'sSeritî  
Compare li C.RR. §.§ Il4j(c) & 114̂ 4(1̂  (descnbin|. ji^ î FfBt | ; 
I l.4.4(e)(desGribi.ng reqliireiiients for membership corportili'ons). Kpit.biert|lfpigM^ 
the campaign-related speech of candidates and/or parties by distributing it to the general public. 



take yoiir pick." See 
htlp://Www.columbusmelroclub.org/Default.iaspx?piageld=493i3&eve^ 
Mode=EventDetails (CMC advertisement for forum) (last visited May 25, 2012) (Attachment B). 
Further, the advertisement istated: "It all comes down to choosing an R Or a D and who better to 
discuss the process than State Political Party Chairmen Chris Redfern and Bbb Behnett?'' Id. 

13. The joint presentation, according to the advertisement described in f 11 was to be a 
"discussion" "[h]osted by" the local news director at WOSU, Mike Thompson. See 
http://www.columbusmetrocIub.org/Defauit.aspx?pageld=493:13&evcntId=^^^ 
Mode=EvcnlDetails (CMC advertisement for forum) (last visited May 25,2012) (Attaichment B). 

Q 

Ki 14. Mike Thompson, in fact, hosted the discussion and according, to neWs reports "iquizzed" 
^ the two speakers, Bennett and Redfern. See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles covered 
is\ again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4, 
^ http://www.dispatch.com/content/storics/loeal/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-covered-
^ again-at-debate.html (Attachment A). 
O 
1̂  15. It was reported that "The chairmen spent most of their time before the Columbus 
rH Metropolitan Club talking national politics." See Karen Kasler, State Party Chairmen Debate 

Top Issues Going Into Election, 89.7 NPR News, May 24, 2012 
(http;//beta.wosu.org/news/2012/05/24/state-party-chairniien-debate-top-issues-gbing4^̂ ^ 
election/) (Attachment D). 
16. In response to one question from Thompson, Bennett, the Republican Party chair, 
reportedly stated, "1 think President Obama is bringing the (Ohio Republican) party together." 
See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles covered again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 
24, 2012, B4, http://www.dispatch.com/content/stQries/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-
squabbles-covered-̂ again-at-debatê html (Attachment A). 

17. Bennett reportedly stated at the forum described in |̂ 10 that the "Obama-directed bailout 
of General Motors and Chrysler was 'a bad thing'." See Joe VardOh, Past Intraparty squabbles 
covered again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4, 
http://www.dispatch.com/cbntent/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-infraparty-squa:bbles-cover̂  
again-at-debate.html (Attachment A). 

18. Bennett reportedly stated at the forum described in ̂  10 that "he would 'be vei^ surprised 
if we have a gender gap', with more women voting for Obama than Romney." See Joe Vardon, 
Past Intraparty squabbles covered again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4, 
http://www.dispatch.com/eontent/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-GOvered-
again-at-debate.htmt (Attachment A). 



19. When asked by Thompson "if he's pleased wjth Mitt Romney as the GOP presidential 
nominee," Bennett responded, "Absolutely." See Karen Kasler, State Party Chairmen Debate 
Top Issues Going Into Election, 89.7 NPR Nevvs, May 24, 2012 
(http://beta.wosu.OFg/news/20I2/05/24/statCrparty-chairmenrdebate-top-issues-going-intO-
election/) (Attachment D). "I think he's...he will appeal to not only the social conservatives and 
the fiscal conservatives and the Tea Party people wilhin the party, but he^li be iaible to reach out 
and attract a number of independents." Id. 

20. Redfern reportedly stated that "more Ohioans are working today than were In January of 
20.09 when (Obama's) hand came off the Bible." See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles 

^ covered again at debate, GOLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4, 
^ http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-covered-
e\i again-at-debate.html (Attachment A). 
tn 
tn 21. Redfern also was reported to have stated that "he's also happy with Barack Qbama as a 
^ president and a candidate." See Karen Kasler, State Party Chairmen Debate Top Issues Going 
Q Into Election, 89.7 NPR News, May 24, i2ai2 (http://beta.wosu.brg/ne:ws/2012/05/24/state-party-
tn chairmen-debate-'top-issues-goiHg-into-election/) (Attachment D). Redfern is quoted as having 

stated: 'The president's leadership and the leadership of those who joined hiiti in the Congress 
have meant that more Ohioans are working todiay than there were in Jah'iiary .2009 when Ns hand 
came off the Bible. There are more Ohioans today covered by health care when there were when 
the president's hand came off the Bible. And 1 think we should all celebrate that.'- Id. 

22. The discussion described in ̂  10 was reported to be a "53-fninute debate." See Joe 
Vardbn, Past Intraparty squabbles covered again at debate, CoLUMBUS .DISPATCH, May 24, 
2012, B4, http://www.dispatch,Gom/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-ihtrapiarty-squabbles-
GOvered-again-at-debate.html (Attachment A). 

23. Carhpaign-related speech, within the meaning of the FECA, its implementing regulations, 
and the FEC's Advisory Opinions, see, e.g., Advisory Opinion 1996-11, was presented by both 
Bennett and Redfern at the forum described in ̂  10. 

24. The general public was invited to attend the discussion described in ̂  10 at a cost of 
$40.00 per person. See 
http://vvww.columbusmetroclub.org/Default.aspx?page1d=49313&eventfd=489174&Eve 
Mode=EventDetails (CMC advertisement fbi" forum) (tast visited May 25, 201:2) (Attachment B) 
(stating that registration for the luncheon was open to the "Public ̂ - $40.00 (USD)" "Public 
Table of 10 - $400.00 (USD)" and "Public Table of 8 -- $320.00 (USD)"). 

25. Andrew Campbell, the Program Director for the CMC, admitted in an e-miail to 
Complainant on May 24,2012 that the "Club holds luncheon forums every Wednesday ... [and] 
We are always open to the public and to our members ...." See Attachment C. 
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26. Complainant has no personal knowledge as to whether members of the public attended 
the discussion described in ̂  10; however, in his e-mail dated May 24, 2012 to Complainant, Mr. 
Campbell admitted that the discussion described in [̂ 10 was slated for further public 
dissemination over the public airwaves arid the iriternet: "Yesterdays program will air on the 
Ohio News Network, OKN, and will be posted in our archives via YoiiTube by end of day 
tomorrow," See Attachment C, 

27. The discussion described in ^ 10 was posted on YouTube, accessible throujgh a link on 
the CMC's web page, on June 1, 2012. See http://wwWiyoutube.cpm/adcewbart ,(Ĵ  visited on 
June 2, 2012 (Attachment E). It is clear from viewing the discussion that Bennett-and Redfern 

^ engaged in campaign-related speech. The general public is therefore: able to view and: hear this 
fc. . . . . . 

^ campaign-related speech of Bennett and Redfern free-of-charge through the link on CMC's web 
fsi page. 

tn 28. CMC's accompanying description ofthe discussion described in ^ 10,which it made 
^ available to the general public through its web page and link to YouTube described inH 27, 
Q stated: 

HI With Ohio continuing to be a key swing state,, there is the expectation of multiple visits 
from both presidential candidates between now and the November election. As Ohioans, 
it gives lis a small sense of pride that to get the extra attention, but what makes Ohio so 
important to the national electoral scene? 

Long-time "policitos" and state chairmen of their respective parties. Democrat Chris 
Redfern and Republican Bob Bennett will share the stage for a discussion rnoderated by 
WOSU Public Media's news director Mike Thompson at the May 23 CMC luncheon 
forum. 

How do the state party organizations work with the national election committees? 
With limited time (although it seems like forever), where are the political operatives 
directing their efforts? The superpacs of 2012 will be sending their own messages about 
issues, candidates and parties, but will this unlimited influx of money change the political 
game? 

The stakes are high in Ohio, especially for Bob Bennett since a Republican has never 
won a presidential election without winning Ohio. Following a recent shake-up iri the 
Ohio GOP leadership, Bennett is serving as chairman again, after a three-̂ year breiak. 
iPrevipusly he held that position as the longest-serving chairman ofthe Ohib Repiiblican 
Party, leading the organization from 1988-2009. 



A former Ohio State Representative in the 80lh district, Redfern has been chair of the 
Ohio Democratic Party since 2005. His leadership strategy has been: to.gain voters is all 
88 Ohio counties, not just concentrating on specific types or geography of voters but on 
all Ohioans. 

See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqYbnd3wWIM (last visited June 2, 2012) (Attachment 
F). 

29. Complainant has no personal knowledge whether the plari described in ̂  26 to h&yp the 
Ohio News Network broadcast the forum described in ^ 10 has been carried out. 

1̂  30. Ohio has five additional qualified parties, the Constitution Party, the Green Party, the 
^ Socialist Party, America Elects, and the Libertarian Party, with full access to Ohio's 20.12 

presidential election ballot; at least two of these parties, the Socialist Party and the Libertarian 
Party, have already selected their presidential candidates. All five of these parties are in exactly 

^ the same positions, or better, than the Democratic and Republican Parties in Ohio. 
^ . 
Q 31. Complainant has personal knowledge that none of the parties described in ̂  30 was 

invited or allowed to participate in the discussion described in f 10. See also Attachment C (Mr. 
Campbell states in his May 24, 2012 e-niail to Coriiplainant that "Bennett and Redfern were 
invited tb speak at the forum because they clearly have knowledge and expertise in the political 
arena and the conversation ~ partieularly related to the presidentiai electiori in this case — is 
relevant to the community."). 

32. The CMC, through its Program Director, Andrew Campbell, admitted in an e-mail sieht to 
Complainant on May 24, 2012 that the CMC's forum, described in ̂  lO, "was not a debate ... arid 
was certainly not 'official' since neither participant is running for president nor do they directly 
represent campaigns." See Attachment C. 

33. The CMC, through its Program Director, Andrew Campbell, admitted in an e-mail sent to 
Complainant on May 24, 2012 that the CMC's forum, described in f 10, was not staged as a 
debate using, publicly-stated, pre-existing objective criteria. ^ See Attachiiiient C ("When th& 
Metrbpolitari Club does program an actual- eampaign. debate — and we will do severail in the 
coming election year -we have very specific guidelines fbr candidate participation."). 

34. CMC, through its Executive Director, Jane Scott, justified its forum in an e-mail to 
Complainant dated May 24,2012 by arguing: 

' Were the forum described in ^ 10 a properly organized debate, see 11 CF.R. § 114.4(0. it could have been 
lawfully opened to the general public. Properly organizing a debate within the. framework of federal election laws, 
however, requires that staging' organizations, among other t̂hings, employ publicly-stated pre-existing, objective 
criteria to select, the candidates who participate.. CMC admits it did riof do this: 



First and most importantly, the FEC has now ruled - twice. - that the Club is a public 
forum where candidates or party representatives, can appear and discuss ongoing 
campaigns without the Club making an illegal corporate contribution to any candidate br 
party. 

Second, the Supreme Court in the Ciliizens United case held that corporation's have a 
First Amendment right to speak to the gerieral ptibiic with regard: to specific candidates. 
The FEC regulations cited by Mr. Brown were all called into question by Citizenis United 
and, in fact, the FEC has issued: proposed regulatibris that would repeal or substantially 
revise those regulations. While these regulations are beirig revised, the FEC has said that 
the existing regulations will not be enforced. 

K êe? Attachment C. 

^ 35. The two FEC ru I ingSL described in ̂  29 by Ms. Scott are, to the best of Coniplainant's 
Nl knowledge. In re Soros, MU R 5642, and In re WOSU Public Radio, MUR 6111. 

^ 36. Neither MUR 5642, which involved allegedly illegal independent expenditures by Mr. 
^ George Soros during the 2004 presidential election campaign and the CMC's hosting of one bf 
rH Soros's presentations, nor MUR'6111, which involved whether WOSU and the CMC had 

property staged a candidate-debate, ruled that the CMC is some sort of "public forum where 
candidates or party representatives can appear and discuss ongoing campaigns" free from the 
limitations spelled out in the FECA. 

37. In MUR 5642, the General Counsel urged "prosecutorial discretion" to justify not 
pursuing the CMC even though probable cause existed as tb Soros. 

38. In MUR 6111, it was found that the CMC had properly employed pre-existing objective 
criteria to stage its debate. 

39. The Supreme Court's decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, 130 S. 
Ct. 876 (2010), does not authorize non-profit corporations to make contributions to candidates or 
political parties. See, e.g., Ognibene v. Parkes, 671 F.3d 174, 195 n.21 (2d C\r. 2011) ("Citizens 
United preserves the anti-corruption justification fbr regulating corporate contributions, based on 
its clear distinction between expenditures arid contributions, and the lack of an̂  express rejection 
of the corporate ban, which has existed since the first federal campaign finance taw in 1907.''). 

40. The Ohio Republican Party is affiliated with the national Republican Party, which is 
expected tp nominate Mitt- Romney for President in 2012 at its national -convention. Bennett 
expressly referred to this fact in the presentation he delivered at the fbrum described in ^ 10. 

41. The Ohio Democratic Party is affiliated with the national Democratic Party, which is 
expected to nominate Barack Obama for President in 2012 at its national convention. Redfern 
expressly referred to this fact in the presentation he delivered at the forum described in ^ 10. 
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42. As stated by both Bennett and Redfern at the discussion described in ̂  ID̂  once formally 
nominated at their respective national conventibris, Romricy and. Qbama will serve as the 
presidential candidates of the Ohio Republican Party and Ohio Democratic Party, respectively^ 

43. Robert T. Bennett, as chair of the Ohio Republican Party, acted in his official capacity at 
the forum described in ^ 10 and therefore was an agent br represeritative of the Ohio RepUblicari 
Party and the Republican Party's presumed presidential candidate. Mitt Roriiney. 

44. Chris Redfern, as chair of the Ohio Democratic Party, acted in his official capacity at the 

forunri. described in f 10 arid therefore wias an agent or representiative of the Ohio Deriibcratic 

Party and the Democratic Party's presumed presidential candidate, Barack Obamâ  

Ln 45. Regulations passed by the Federal Election Connmission (FEC) allow corporations, 
^ including non^profits, to invite candidates and their representatives to speak on campaign-related 
JJ^ matters to the organizations' "restricted class" memberships. See 11 C.F.R. § 114.3(c)(2).^ Sise 
^ FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-1,1,. 

O 46. Corporations, non-profits, and incorporated membership organizations^ under certain 
^ circumstances, are likewise authorized to invite candidates and their represeritatives "to address 

OP meet members arid ernployees of the brganization,. arid their famiilies, onithe organization's 
premises or at a meeting, conventjon or other function ofthe organizaition." 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(e). 
See also 11. C.F.R. § 114.4(b)(1). Candidates may Under these circumstances engage in 

cariipaigri-related speech. See FEC Ad.visbry Opinion 1996-11. 

47. Non-profit corporations, including incorporiated mertibership Organizations, may lawfully 
sponsor, hold and broadcast candidates' debates (which necessarily inolude campaign-related 
speech) and make these debates open to the general public, see. e.g., 11 C<F.R. § 114(:f), so long 
as the corporations use publicly-stsited, prercxisting, objective criteria to select the candidates to 
be included in the debates. 

48. Outside a property staged debate forrinat, corporations, non-profits, and incorporated 
membership corporations are prohibited by FEC regulations from inviting or :allowing the 
general public to attend candidates' prescritations that include campaign-related speech that they 
(that is, the corporations^ non-profits, and incorporated membership organizations) have 
sponsored, authorized, brgarii29edi or otherwise allowed. See FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11; 11 
C.F.R. § 114.4(b)(1); 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(e); 11 C.F.R. § 114.3(e)(2). 

49. The prohibition described in ̂  48 extends to corporations', non-prbfits' and incorporated 
membership organizations' inviting candidates' and parties' agents and representatives, or any 

'"Restricted class" membership includes meitibers, their imrnediaie families, and executive/administrative personnel 
(and their families). It excludes unsalaried employees and the general public. Section ri4.3(cX2) also allows 
incidental guests and members ofthe press td anend. 
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other persons, to deliver campaign-related speech to a public audience at an event sponsored or 
promoted by cbrporations, non-profits and incorporated membership organizations. See PEC 
Advisory Opinion 1996-11. 

VIOLATIONS 

^ 50. The Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) prohibits corporations from making 
ts. contributions or expenditures ."jiA:Connection with" federal elections; 2 U;S.C. § 441b(ai). The 
M> FECA defines "GontributiQq,,pr;j,.expehditure" to include ••any direct or indirect payrifient, 
AJ . I I • • 

disti'ibulion, loan, advarioe, deposit, or gift of moriey, or any services, or anything of value to any 
fn candidate, campaign committee, or political party Or orgariizatiori." Id. § 441 b(b)(2) (eriiphasis 
^ added). 
SI 
0 
1̂  51. FEC regulations state that the prohibition found in 2 U.S.C. § 441b include "anything of 
•H value" given "to any political party Or coriirnitteei organiza:tiori,.or any other person in connection 

with" a federal election. 11 C.F.R. § 114.1(a). 

52. Outside a properly staged debate format,̂  corporations (iricluding non-profits and 
incorporsited membership organizations) are prohibited by FEC regulations from Inviting or 
allowing the general public to -attend candidates' or political parties' presentations that iriclude 
campaign-related speech th'̂ y (that is, the corporations arid IncbFporated membership 
organizations) have sponsored;'aiithorized, organized, or otherwise allowed. See FEC Advisory 
Opinion 1996-11; 11 CF.R. § 1 i4.4(b)(l); 11 CF.R. § 114.4(e); 11 C.F.R. § 114.3(c)(2). 

53. Tbe Commission has concluded that activities and speeches arê  '-canipaign-felated" when 
they "involve (i) the solicitation, making Or acceptarice of contribiitions to the candidate's 
canipaign, or (li) comriduniQatibns expressly advocating the nomination, election or defeat of any 
candidate." FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11. Both Bennett's and Redfeî i's presentations and 

' Federal law, moreover, prohibits debate-sponsors,, including non-profit corporations, from simply choosing the 
"major" Democratic and Republican candidates for federal office to engage in debates. See Buchanan v. Federal 
Electioh Commissiohi 112 F. Supp!2'd 58, 74 (D.D.C. 2000) (quoting FEC statemem). Thus, had the fbnim 
described in ^ 10 been a true debaitic within the meahi.ng of federal campaign-finance laws, it still would .have, likely 
violated the FECA. 
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responses to questions at the forum described in i| 10 expressly advocated the election of their 
respective candidates and the defeats of their opponents. 

54. The Commission has found that "refererices to the speaker's campaigri or to the campaign 
or qualifications of other candidates would change the character ofthe appearance to one that Js 
for the purpose of influencing a Federal election." FEC Advisory Opinion 1996*11. Both 
Redfern and Bennett made in their presentations and responses to questions at the forum 
described in ^ 10 made repeated references to the campaigns and qualifications of their 
respective candidates. 

1̂  55. The Commission has concluded that a cbmbinatibri of factors, irictudirig whether (1) the 
K "invitations to the speakers frje.,.v based on their status as candidates," (2) "[t]he speeches 
JlJJ themselves will ... afford thq̂ .prarididates, or anyione else on (heir behalf, an opportunity to 
ifx expressly advocate the election or defeat: of the speakers or any other clearly identified 

candidates, or to solicit or collect coritributions from attendees on behalf of the candidate 
^ speakers," (3) the event "invotv[es] the discussion of campaign issues by the candida:te during a 
Q campaign," and (4) "opposing candidates" will be invited and "give[n]... an opportunity to speak 
^ or appear." FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11 (emphasis added). 
rH 

56. The prohibitions on campaign-related speech at public events sponsored by corporations 
extend not only to candidates, their parties,, and agents/representatives, but also to "anyone else 
on their behalf." See supra ^ 55; FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11. 

57. The CMC violated the, rules and regulations described above by inviting the Repubiican 
and Democratic Party chairs ijfi.'.Ohio to an almost-hour-long public forunn open to the general 
public, which was also subsequently streamed to the .general pubiliCv free-of-̂ charge over the 
Internet, to deliver campaign-related speech in connection with the Upcoming 2012 presidential 
election. 

58. The CMC separately and independently violated the FECA by making the forum 
described in ^ 10 available in its entirety to the general public over the Intemet free-of-charge. 
See FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11. 

59. Because campaign-related speech yyas delivered by the Ohio Republican Party and Ohio 
Democratic Party chairs at this atmost-hourolong public-forutti, both the Ohio Republician; Party 
and the Ohjo DemocraticiParty Are complicit jn the CMC's violation and are equally accoiintaible. 
See 2 U.S.C. § 44lb(a) (pnohiblting "any candidate, political committee, or other person 
knowingly to accept or receive any contribution prohibited by this section"). 

11 



DEMAND FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Complairiant respectfully requests that the Conimission ihvestiga:te the 
allegations contairied In this Complaint, declare that the Resporidents are in violation of the 
Federal Etection Campaign Act and applicable FEC regulations, and inipose sanctions 
commensurate with these viblations. This includes attempting imnriedlate conciliation under 2 
U.S.C. § 437g(4)(A), instituting proceedings in the United States District Court for the Southem 
District of Ohioi see 2 U.S.C. §: 437g(6)(A), arid/br referririg the matter tb the Attomey General 
of the United States for imnnediate prosecutiori. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(5)(C). 

Ln 
<N! 

Ml 

CD 
tn 

I swear under penalty of perjury that the allegations contained in this 
information and belief, true and correct. 

Swom pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

airit are, upon 

Mark K. Brown 

Swom to and subscribed before me thisr̂ ĵ day of June, 2012. 

My commission expires: ̂ /.A 

Notary Public / 

dOMlUa GARRETT 
«i: l«inflMiRâ 8Mî bhto 

12 



Past intraparty squabbles covered agiaih at debate | The Coiuihbtis Dispatch :elot2 

BIPARTISAN EVENT DOWNTOWN 

Past intraparty squabbles covered 
again at debate 
Bennett, Redfern also discuss presidential race 

By Joe Vardon 
The CaJwnlfUS Dispatch • Hiureday May 24,2012 5:47 AM 
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TWMt ShareTMs'i 

Ohio Republican .Chairman RobiBrt T.'Behhett, lefb and' 
Ohio.benKiGreflc-Ctaiinnan Chiis Redfern spoln 
yMerday at Ihe AthleOe Club. 

Comments:-0 

Baiack Obama? Mitt 
Romney? 

Nah, tiy roiling 
intraparty politics and 
cutthroat.fights ibrtbe 
chairmanship of both of 
Ohio's nujor political 
pactiies. 

Sure, the debate bUled 
aa "Presidential Politics 
in O-H-I-Or yesteiday 
between Ohio 
Democratic Quirman 
Chris Redfern and Rq[Miblican Chainnan Robert'T. Bennett eventually 
found its way to Obama, .Roimuy, bailiouts, debt and oontraccpttves. 

. But the Columbus'Metropolitan CInb debate began witfa the intrapar^ 
squabbles on bpth sides that resnlted in Bennett succeeding the ousted 
Keviii DeWine among Rqmblicans and Redfern swatting back a dtaDeoge 
firom allies of former Attorney General Richard Cordregr. 

The debate moderator, WOSU Public Media news director Mike 
Thompson, first quizxed Benn^ who retnnied.to lead Qhio Republicans 
afier DeWine was forced out-In a pnbllc-feud'with Gov. John Kasich.-

"^ere were some; wounds therei-are they starting to heal?" Thompson 
asked,-wilh 135 people -both Republicana and.Democrats — in.tfae 
audience at tbe Athletk: Club. 

'I think President Obania is bringing the (Ohio Republkan) party 
together,* Bennett-said, drawing laughter. 

Next question was to Redfern, wfao was asked' by Thompson how he held 
onto his job and DeWine lostUs despite oveiwfaelming successes 
Republicans under.DeWine.ln 2010 elections. 

nron sfaould ask Doug Prelsse," Redfern fired back, refening to die 
FranMin County Republican chairman andKasii^ aUy «du> helped 
engineer DeWine's ouster. Pieisse was seated in the audience yesterday. 

Some snippets from the sŝ minute debate: 

• Bennett aaid tfae Obamardirected taxpayer bailout of General Motora and 
Chiysler was 'a bad thing," arguing the same numberof jobs would've 
been saved had the two cismpaiiies gone direct||y into bankriiptcy without 
recseiving govemnient lioans. 

http://www.dispateh.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty 5/24/2012 
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Democrats, the United Agtb Workers and economists aigue that both 
companies would have ooUapsed without Ihe kmhs, taldng the supply 
chain, Ford Motor Go. and foreign companies-like Honda with them. They 
also say the private credit market had dried up and private-equity-firmS: 
such as Bain Capital, which Romney formerly ran, were not willing to loan 
GM' and Chrysler cash. 

• Bennett later said he would *be veiy suiprised if we; have a gender gap," 
with' more women voti'ng-forObama than Romnqy. Most polling data so 
far shown a laige gender gap'ih this.election race, with.Quinnipiac 
University's' latest Ohio pdill showing an ii-p6int edge for Obama among 
women. 

~"'*''-' • .Redfern 'said "more Ohioans arc working today than tfaere were in 
Jannacy of-2009 when (Obania's) hand camcofFthe Bible." Obama's 
inauguration was Jan. ao, 2009. Aocording to the Bureau of Labor 

^ Siatistics/there wcre'5,204,ioo employees in'Ohio that month, and 
^ 5.137.900 as of April 2012, for a drop of 66,aoo employees. 
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"._ h n ' i ^ i ^ jibout a t ' o f t ^T f^A inD '^'^'^ frankly was lacl^i^i^jjij;^!}^ 
r r J B r i S S W n c tha tSSfZ lPJ l i l i iS i J i f ^ ^^^ Republican Party. I've s i m i ' s M ' " 
timfe'g&ting B'k'nowMrT'Beni^^^ 

Bennett thcn intciTupted by saying "histdiy tend.s.to repeat itself in politics;" 

Thcchainnen spent most of their time before the Columbus Metropolitan Club 
talking national ])olitics. Bennett was asked if he's pleased with M.itt Romney as the 
GO? presidential nominee. 

"Absolutely," Bennett said. "I think he'Si..hc will appeal to not only the social 
conservatives and the fLscal conservatives and the Tea Party people within the 
party, but he'll be able to reach out and attract a numberof indeiiendentSi" 

,A reporting-rpllalxiration arnpnc Qhln piililic.inedia sialiuns.and 
NP'K rocming im'iiiM.slalc.of eduealion.iri'Ohio. Leam.More » 
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And Redfern said he's aLso happy with Barack Obama as a president and a 
candldote. 

The prcsident'is.leadership and the leadership oFthose Vvho joined him in the 
.Congress have meant that more Ohioans arc working today than there were in 
vFanuaiy 2009 when his hand came off the BiblCi 

"There are. more Ohioans today covered by health care when there were when the 
president's hand came off the Biblc; And I think we should all.celebrate tliat." 

.Elennett countered by saying.there are more people unemployed in Ohio than when 
obama took office. 

llie unemployment rate released by the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services was 8.8 percent in Januaiy 2009 compared to 7.5 pcrcent:now. But that's 
just one area where the chairmen have different xdews and use competing facts. 

For example - the bailout ofthe automalusrs. 

Redfern said without it, thousands would be without .jobs, while Bennett said the 
free market needs to control the economy, not the go\-cmracnt. Redfern .said 
Obama is responsible for the economy and the steady decrease in uncmployrafent, 
but. Bennett said Obama should also take.creidit-for huge financial problems in 
Califomia and Illinois. 

Bennett said he doesn't think social issues will drK'e the elieclibn - he thinks the 
economy will. 

"It's not going to be anything else. It's not going to be the social issuesthey're 
important. 

They're important as part of your coalition. But I think when it comes: right down 
to it, people arcgouig to ask themselves, 'am I better off today than. I was four years 
ago?' Arid you locik at the prQmise.s that were made by tlie president, and ahnost. 
every one of them have been broken." 

But Redfern said he doesn't mind discussing social issues, including marriage 
equality and access to birth control. 

"̂ Vc guarantee through health care policies the right for men to seek and acquire 
Viagra, but ŷe don't allow women access to contraception, And we are having'thls 
debate in 2012, and Bob is askcdirhetorically, I hope, Mike, whetii.e.r he!s pleased, 
with hi.s nominp.e. I am." 
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